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A Second Letter to a Difſenter 8&6; | 


E are fubje& to nothing more than for- 
' gerfulneſs of Bleſſings, unthankfulneſs 
"for Mefcies, or to abuſe or (miſuſe them. 
| \ When Jfrae! was delivered from Egyp- 

- ©  tianSlavery, they fang Gods Praiſe, but 
foon forgot his great Goodneſs to theny; in their diſtreſs 
they cried unto God, but when he delivered them from: 
their Oppreſſors and Oppreſlions,theykicked againſt him; 
when beyond their Faith or Hope they-were freed from 
their Captive ſtate-it Babylon, hoſt of theth'contemned. 
that Mercy, and choſe to continue .under-Servitude, and 
only -a' few embraced that Liberty. - I hope none of you 
will be found toimitate thein in that ungrateful-Obſtina- 

S000 on 3%: be1t ry HSI] 


Char the Obligations God by his late merciful *Provi- 
dence of the like kind hath laid upon: you, and the ſence 
thereof, and of the Bleſſing you have received by his Ma- 
jeſties moſt Gracious Declaration, rriay; remain upon you, 
_ and that you ay car what your Sufferings were,and 
what you +are delivered from, this ſeaſonable- Advice is 
given to you, -by one of your own Number, that now is, 
and-for about forty:years hath been; a Member of a Con- 
gre ational Church, and purpoſeth ſo to continue unto his 
IE 357 0, 28:00 157124 2318 161 TOT | 
a To Ns =_ from the Jaws of — 
oware ght from S/avery, to a ſtate'of Liberty ; the 
err ue omg and Boks' of your- Priſons, are 
knocked off, and you left free: to/Werſhip God in T oth; 
194 | Az Withe 
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without Fear; your Houſes are no more rifled, nor your 
Goods plundered, ſeized, or ſold, nor your Perſons, Wives, 
Children, Relations, and Friends, crowded into naſty Goals, 
- $8 Perjuries and falſe Informations of the Ds of the 

Ries ſuch w >, Debaucherjes viglated all Bonds, of 

Carlennes: hg \whoſe-Trade i-was to-fpoil you ; Men 
as pn 1 Som as Ravenous Wolves, to whoſe inſatiate | 
Avarice i there were no bounds. . .. 

You, were.not. Auffered to plead your own Cauſe, ( the 

Preſs being; thus againlt you) a favour Heathens always 

EGS: .you, were forced to bear all; yaning mes. A in- 

: It you: compla ined, it increaſed: your Puniſhrfient ; 

if = . you were ſullen; condemned, fined, and impri- 
ſoned, ; without being heard, or-knowing your Acculers, 
and that too many,tunes for ſu ſuppoſed. Crunes you were 
not guilty, obs. ruined, -baniſhed, and deſtroyed, becauſe 
you were unwilling, to be. damned for violating your Con- 
ſciences;, your worthipping of Godas you judged acrord- 
ing to, his own appointment, was accounted a- greater Inj 
quity than; Adultery, Perjury, Atheiſm, or Blaſphemy, 
Theſe were eaſily expiated ; but no Attonement for Non- 
Conformity; or for not coming toChureh, though in many 
Parithes. in;and about Lowdow, the ; Churches would not. 
hold one third part of the Pariſhioners. | 

"Theſe Proceedings were agcounted:Lega/, and your not 
conforming reckoned Obſtiwacy ,. and fych. as deſerved no- 
pity ; nothing would eyince the contrary, or; that Conſei- 
exce. was concerned therein ;./-loſs of a} the, Comforts of 
this Life would not do i it, and turther Evidence. 'Fou could 
not give. * 

This was your State and Condition, as to oo - Sulfor- 
mgsand Perſecutions, from which your Deliveranes was 
extraordinary aad unexpetted ;- whereby you are at- once 
engaged under many. Obligations, which.if you fail: toan- 
fer, wilt he as aBramdof: Rabeny upen you. bg 

k x. You. 
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. x. You are therefore to bleſs and adore God, for this 
his great goodneſs and deliverance , the effe& only of his 
merciful bounty, to whom the praiſe is due, and to be ex- 
preſt in a godly, peaceable, meek, crcumſpeR, humbleand 
fruitful converſation, That will bring Glory, . not only ta 
his. Name and Truth, but allo to your Profefiion, and eſta- 
bliſh in the Conſziences of your Oppreffors a Convittion, 
That without any caule they unjuſtly perſecuted you ; be 
not therefore-wanting herein, leaſt you provoke the Lord 
thereby. agaimto take this Bleſſing from you. | 

- 2: 'Ehagkfully coacknowledge the Kings Benignity and 
Compaſlion;:his Grace was free, and that tooafter many 
great provocations ; nor were there wanting thoſe that ſo. 
Mifrepreſented His Majeſty, (which you tooreadily credi- 
ted) as if” he had been another Nero, or Calignla, that no-. 
thing but Blood,and Cruelty was in his Nature anddefign- 
ed. by hin ;- and at the ſame. time you wereRepreſented 
as his moſt Implacable and Irreconcileable Enemies. dreſt 
up in Bears Skins to be baited; and yet under theſe Cir-. 
cumſtances,without Petition or Intreaty, of his own Innate 
Goodneſs and Clemency, he both pardoned, and freed you 
from Mercile& Oppreſlors, and fromthoſe Cruel Laws;the- 
Engins made uſe of to debauch your Conſciences, deprieve 
you of your Communion with God, 'atid-to- make your: 
Lives bitter ; a more ſeaſonable mercy conld not be given, . 
and if you are wanting in Thankfulneſs, Love, and Subje-. 
&ion to His'Majeſty, you will juſtly be branded asthe- 
moſt ungrateful and perfidious. | ; 

3- 'Tis Incumbent on you-alſo as. mey-and Chriſtians, 
to uſe your utmoſt Endeavours by all- Lawful Ways and: 
Means to Extirpate. all thoſe Zaws:and 7efts, that deprieve- 
you: of this Freedom:, os lay any. Reſtraint on Conſctegee 
13-matters of Religion, you accounted it-your- duty fas: 
Daniel did) to break. theſe Laws, when their. — 

* Glad then. 
Mem. 


was turned againſt you, judging it better to-obey: 
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Mer; and ſhall there now be the' leaſt hefitation in your 
minds, 'as tothe vacating of them? Can you deſire again 
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to be in bondage, even whilſt your Wounds are bleeding - 


freſh, and your Backs ſoar with the Laſhes you received 
from them? Will-not all-men brand your folly, that when 
you have an opportunity to be free, and.nothing but your 
own remiſs Inadvertancy can continue or renew yourbon- 
dage,'you'ſhould be wanting to-Four ſelves herein> Who 
will then pity-you, if your Bonds are again repeated ; and 
can you expect otherwiſe, ſo long as theſe Laws and Teſts 
are in force, for they have not loſt their Stz#g , nor your 
Perſecutors their Malice, Prejudice, and Revenge ; are they 
not the Children of their Fathers , that formerly drove 
Thouſands into the American Wilderneſs for their Con- 
ſciences ? are your Sufferings the firſt perſecution by theſe 
Laws? what then means the many Petitions and poles 
againſt them;madeby Diſſenters in each Kings Reignfince 
they were firſt Enatted > Were there no Miniſters Sen- 
ced, nor perſons Executed, Baniſhed, or Impriſoned before 
your days? and if fo, by what Laws ? and who were the 
Authors or Attors: therein > And will you ſuppoſe they 
will do. fo no more? :and that too when thoſe very men 
whoſe pleaſure was in your Ruine , do ſtill rage like a Bear 


bereaved of her Whelps, and curſe you with bitter Execra- 


tions, becauſe reſtrained from their Cruelty;and deprieved 
of theirFelicity., which with their debauchery, iſſued in 
your:deſtruction, whoſe :wrath is ſo boyled into Evie, 
that they cannot forbear their Threats, but ſet their Tongues 
on miſchief, even to the moſt undecent expreſſions of 
His Majeſty hinnelf, for-his Fatherly Compaſlions to you. - 

4. Confider.that when His Majeſties Declaration of In- 
dulgence could no_longer be prevented, but was publiſhed, 
how many Stratagems' and Contrivances were uſed , and 
endeavours to. deprieve you of the blefſing and mercy 
thereof; thoſe that firſt Addreſt His Majeſty with Thanks 
wy for 
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for his Graceand Clemency therein, were (to deter others 
from the like) ſtigmatized as the unworthieſt of Men, Be- 
trayers of the Liberties of the Nation; as if to accept Li- 
berty on the Kings Declaration,was to deſtroy all Law and 
Property at once, when yet nothing wasdone therein but 
what all Ages have Recognized, as His Majeſties moſt un- 
doubted Right (which alſo in a little time will beyond'con- 
tradition be made moſt apparent) as to his Power in Diſ- 
penſing with all theſe Laws and 7eſts. | 

When, theſe Endeavours failed , and many followed that 
good Example of Addreſing His Majeſty with Thanks 
tor His-Declaration, and openly met in their Congregati- 
ons to Bleſs God for their Liberty, and Worſhipped Him - 
according. to their Conſciences ; Praying moſt heartily for 
all Bleſſings for his Majeſty : Then it was more than 
whiſpered , That there were Syakes-in the Graſs; their 
Indulgence would be like the Morning-Dew ; it was but 
a Scaffold to be taken down fo ſoon as the Building of Po- 
pery was Erredted, The Provoked Church of Zng/and 
would turn their Rods into Scorpions to all that accepted 
this Liberty, of whom Lifts were taken : that it was not 
their Diſpoſition. to Perſecute, but they were neceſſitated 
thereunto, to comply with the Goverwment, and fo could 
not, help it ; that they would do ſo no more ; that it was 
not ſafe to take away the Penal Laws and 7efts, for there- - 
by. the Papiſts would be let into'Parliament, and wquld 
make what Laws they. pleaſed to ruine the Church of Exg- - 
land, the Bullwork- of the Proteſtant Religion; that thoſe 
Reſtraints and Penalties being removed, a great part of the 
Nation would turn Roman Catholicks, An. could ſerve in 
all Employments with Impunity ; and Idoliters would be 
Tollerated, &'c. _ $4 | _ A 
For propagating theſe Jealouſies, ſpecious and inveQtive 
Reaſons-were drawn up and diſperſed ; with a report, that - 
Prieſts and. Jeſuits Preached in your Meetings (without ig- . 
Fl SY Ten _ * ſtancing. 
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Naiicitig where of. whe#, or the Narnes of ſuch Preachers); 
_ ſuppoſing theſe endeavours might again be fixeceſsful as 
' -they had been in preventing the Diſſenters Petitioninghis 
Majeſty for their Liberty; and in King Charles the IT's 
time,to the RejeQing his Declaration of Indulgences which - 
gave him ſuch provocation, as that it became an octafroti 
of his withdrawing his Tendernefs and Clemency to Dit- 
ſenters, in that they were not true and ſteady to their In- 
tereſt, and not to be truſted, but conſented to be asa Cars 
paw to gratifie the humour and deſigns of thoſe that fonght 
their ruine. Cr Oye 
5. Alltheſe ſuggeſtions, infinuations, and afperſions ate 
manifeſtly groundleſs and abſurd ; for if theſe Laws and 
Teſts be taken away, What then can abridge your Liber- 
ties? Men may (as you muſt expect they will) be avgry 
but they cannot hurt you : The Snake in the Grafs , viz. 
A Spirit of Perſecution , may 27s, but not Bite. The 
Building will endure and ſtand as firm as'a Rock, and the 
Proteſtant Religion not ſhaken ; all (but fuch as delightin 
Miſchief and Oppreſſion) will rgjayce : See the Bleſſingand 
Benefit of Liberty of Conſcience! rhe Pekce and Contord, 
the Increaſe of Trade, and Profperity to the whote Nation. 
That the . Foundation of the Government it ſelf will as 
ſoon be taken, as your Liberty infringed; fo'thar you need 
not fear the rage of any, or their tlireats of Scorpions. — 
"What danger can there be of Papiſts, or'8ty. other tn 
Parliament, when all Intereſts will be engaged againtt 
ſuch as ſhall attempt to Invade this Liberty > Beſides, Who 
ſhall Ele& fuch great numbers of Papifts, and where will 
they be Choſen.2 . Tf it be ſuppoſed that they may fir ty 
undue Returns; that may alſo be preverited 6 Bog very 
A& of Parliament that Repeals thoſe 7e/ts ahd Pttivl Sta- 
tutes, and ſuch ſecurity provided for therein, as that it ſhall 
-not bein the power of any to infringe the Liberties of the 
Nation, or ofany ſort of People therein ; atid thitt too 'by 
| more 
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the Nation ; ſhutting our of Parliament atid all | places 
[Truſt; not only the Papi/fs, but alf or others; Ms 
not a few, that cannot conform tg the Ceremnie: BY 
Chiurth of England; 3nd 1 ; it your Thtereſt tobe at out 
of all Truſts , S nd rende ed ſelf (however "otherwiſe 
quallified”) or that all Z7onours, Places, and Profits, ould 
be diſtributed only amongſt one fort of Den, man 
whom have been your Oppreſlpts,” and'ate ng raked 
provoked at your Liberty, and ſuch as pleaſe chim 
with the hopes of Revenge 2 | 
The Allegation, that. their Perfecuting was to comp 

with the Govertmeht, and that they could, riot Vane It, 1s 
manifeſtly abſurd to, "alt that knew by hte Miſt em- 
pet, who, did' he brow-beat for BY Clemencs Tk ris ad 
five, 'twas to pleaſe the men of the Church, of Eng/a 
_ he ar any time give Dire&ions for it, *twas at the pre: 

ing inftance” of their _many-repeated irretating Addreſſes, 

and falfe Repreſentations i ade of the Diffenters. , And his 
ſeek Majeſty on his fitſt accel$ tt ©) his Goyetnment, proe 
poſed the Indulgence granted by his Gracious Declarati- 
on,” in which he was oppoſed by the men.of prone Peri 
fron and Praftice : However, King were not vr incl 
thefedriro, Þut Red therein fre 7 Orierone of i 
<y rainſt Canes: and 1 in _ an 

truſted : for the faine men w 7 ER 'the Fc ES, 

p4d the like occaſion, -if thoſe Laws and Celts continue - 


force A 
6." hat Liberty af Cooke nee { 1d bring Po, * 
isa Paradox not i b unde Er pt thi bg ry m—_ 
If Popery 'be the Re 'of EL Ne Goſpel, Jet Popery 
corne in”: and if the Learning and' Piety of the Church 
of England, with their Dignities, Honours, Livings, and Fat 
of this Land, will-not preſerve it, and maintain thoſe Bul- 
B 


works, 


[8] 
works, -without, Teſts and Pegal Statutes,: her Canons of 
- 'Crueltie: and Deſtru&tion domineering , over. ather mens 
 Conſciences, and inſlaving the Nation to their Pride and 
Avarice, let that. Church fall, and no more pretend. to. be 
ſuch'an Impreggabk Fortreſs... 
7. That the. Papiſts ſhould be ſo increaſed by taking away 
- the Teſts and Penalties of the Law in matters of Religion, 
is nat very probable, ſince hope of Preferment, and the Prin- 
ces Favour, doth not now ſo prevail with many, though 
men of that Perſwaſion ſerve in. their, Employments with 
Impunity ; -but if it ſhould have ſuch efle&, yet the Church 
of England are rio Loſers, ſince thereby they are only freed 
of ſuch as would never be ſerviceable to them nor their 
Intereſt, and at beſt but deceitful Friends, a noxious hu- 
moyr inthe Body, fit. to be purged out. 2; 2x PTR 
"8. By toterating Zdolatrs, | ſuppoſe is intended the Ro- 
'man Cathiolicks, who now dwell amongſt us, have by Law 
equal Right with others to Proteftion and their Birth- 
rights, bound by common Intereſt, as Engliſh-men, to de- 
fire, with; and endeavour.the Welfare of the Nation : and 
after all this, muſt their Throats be cut, or they baniſhed, 
becauſe of their different Sentiments in matters of Religi- 
on 3Will not fuch uſage juſtifie the Perſecution of Prote- 
ſtants.in other Countries, ſince there isno more difference 
betwixr a Papiſt and a Proteſtant, than there is betwixt a, 
Proteſtant and aPapiſt # We cannot here praQtiſe and juſti. 
fie it out felves, and yet condemn the ſame thing as Wice. 
ked and cruel in others ; nor can any ſuppoſe any. Popiſh 
Opinion worſe than the Jews Execrations and Blaſphemies 
of our. Saviour,,and yet there's no ſcruple of tolerating 
them: They are at worſt but Zares, and by Chriſts dire- 
Qiotis fack' are 'to grow with the Wheat, until the, Harveſt; 
beſides, it's the Angels, not men, that muſt weed them 
Our. - 
9. Be true therefore to your own Iatereſt ; ſpare nei- 
ws | ther 
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ther Root nor. Branch of thoſe 7efts nor Pexal | Statutes, 
they are -andalways have been Snares, in which:only con- 
. ſciencious men, ſuch as fcrupled Impoſitions and /humane 
Inventions in the Worſhip of God, have: beers catched; 
when Atheiſts, and men of debauched- Conſciences, have 
not been. bound. by them. The Uniformity in Religion. 
mmforced by them, hath ruined many thoxſands, Letthem 
do no more ſuch Miſchief, ſince the Church of Chriſt needs 
no ſuch Auxiliaries for its preſervation ; and-7reth is ſtron- 
ger than Error, without ſuch Coertion: Therefore let not 
deſigning Surmiſes and .Inſinuations of Dangers, - where 
there are none, amuſe; your. heads, nor weaken your hands. 
Remember, that had Nehemiah been diſcouraged by the 
- like Threats and Surmiſes of Sambulat and 7, ab, he had 
never freed the Jews from their Oppreſſion, nor provided 
for their Safety, by finiſhing his building of the Walks and 
City of Feruſalem. | | 

There remains one Suggeſtion more, which is common- 
ly preſt as unanſwerable, viz, That conſidering the King's 
Principles, 'tis folly to ſuppoſe he granted his Indulgence to 
Diſſenters out of kindneſs,. 'twas only to make Tools of 
them ; nor can they truſt his Word, ſince 'tis a Maxim a- 
mongſt the Roman Catholicks, That Faith's not to be 
kept with -Hereticks; and fuch they account all Prote- 
ſtants'and Diſſenters. - 

This will require a morediſtin& Anſwer than was given 
to any other Suggeſtion ; and: therefore I ſhall be more 
particular therein. 2 

Admitting this to be the Caſe, yet his Majeſties Indul- 
gence is ſucha Bleſſing, as calls tor Thankfulneſs to God and 
to the King ; for thereby you have your preſent Liberty 
and Freedom from all the Slavery and Oppreſlion before- 
mentioned : a Reprieve to a condemned man, preſent Eaſe 
from accute Pains of Stone or Gout, are Mercies for which 
men are thanktul ro God, and the Inſtrument by which 

B 2 they 
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they obtain fack Favors and Bleſſings (and ſurely your Lis! 
berty is-not of leſs value.) Will a'condemned man; rejett 
his Reptieve, becauſe it's not yer a full Pardon, or any one 
2 preſent Relief, on ſuppoſition that the Stone or Gout may 
tx 'rhonths after return uponhim? This s the worſt that 
can beimagin'd of yout Caſe,as ro your preſent Liberty:. 
But ſuppoſe his Majefty granted this Indulgenee. out off 
Defign,-and not' out of Love'to' you; yet your Condition: 
thereby is not worſe than 1it-was 5. you are. ſure, by woful: 
experience, that your Perſecutors hated you, and cauſcleſly; 
fought your-Ruine,the other 'can.do'no more ;' Or 15 it ſeſs: 
grievous ts bexrtined/by-erus[:mercalets Proteſtant Perſe= 
ctitors,' than *tis by Papiſts'® Nor is this Suggeſtion made 
out of Kindneſs or Friendſhip, but of Hatred, Miſchief, and- 
Deſign, viz. That'fince they can no longer turn the Edge: 
of thoſe Penal Lawsagainſt you'to your Ruitte/thtyicreare) 
Fears and Jealouſies, to the end that thereby. you' may be- 
dine fs Uſelef and Ungrateful,” as toturmriie King's Fa-. 
vourinto Diſpleaſure ; and if this can be done, they. have: 
gained their Point effefually, with an opportunity, accord- 
198 £6 their Threats,to turn their Rods'into Scorpions, 

-o-not too- cafily credit this Suggeſtion; yet make a. 
good and profitable uſe of it, make the beſt conſtruRion,. 
andtake it as real; and carry it to his Majeſty : accordingly 
be not wanting in your Thankfulneſs, Love and dutiful Sub-. 
:«Htion and Obedience to him, that ſo his Majeſty may 
have 4 full ſatisfaction that his Favours are not beſtowed 
on an Ungrateful and Obſtinate People. And let this Sug-. 
geſtion become. an Incitation to more CircumſpeRion : 
Hereby you will diſappoint the Deſigns of your Enemies, 
arid ſo prevail on his Majeſty, that it it could be ſuppoſed 
that he was not. yet real to you, he would become fo; for. 
he is not impenitrable, nor 1s he uncapable of underſtand- 
ing his own Intereſt : and if he finds you men uſeful and 
| ſerviceable to 2 common Intereſt, and fit to be truſted, you 


need' not fear being made Fools of. But 


_— ..” 

But ſince the Suggeſtion is made, if there's any Truth 
therein, it becomes abſolutely neceſſary, according to the 
Advice already given, to take your firſt opportunity to 
root out thoſe Penal Statutes and Teſts ; that fo they may 
be no more the Inſtruments of Deſtruction, either in the 
hand of the King, or any other that deſires your Ruine ; 
until then, you are ruined by Law ; and your Perſecutors 
juſtified therein : but when rheſe Laws and Teſts are abro- 
gated, they will be as cautious therein, as they are in the 
breach of any other Law, as to Theft or Murther. So 
that your Security and Liberty is to be eſtabliſhed in, aad 
by the vacating theſe Laws and Teſts. 

For that part of the Sugge/fion, That there's no Truſt 
to be put in the King's Word, ſince Faith is not to be kept 
with Heriticks: You have much more than His Majeſty's 
bare Word for your Liberty ; Hath he not by his Decla-- 
ration- removed. your Fears, and to his own fatisfaCtiony 
thereby erre& his Throne in your Hearts? - What elſe 
means his Gracious Acceptance of the many Addreſſes of. 
Thanks preſented to Him, for his Gracious Declaration 5 
and: his Condeſcending, Obliging, and Gracious' Anſwers 
thereunto; his Diſmiſling out of his Service (how. uſeful. 
ſoever) ſuch as. would not by any means be Reconciled . 
thereunto; and Trufting and Imploying thoſe that are for 
Eſtabliſhing by Law, this Liberty ; and Encouraging all to 
concur with him therein; he deſires and deſigns-you ſhould 
not onely have his Word, but a Magna Charta tor ſecurity 
of Liberty of Conſcience, as well as you have. for your - 
Properties ? 

If his Majeſty did nqt intend as real, and as high a fecu-- 
rity for: your Liberty, as he can give; he hath ated moſt 
unpolitickly : What need was there-then of publiſhing, in 
his Declaration, the Grounds and Reaſons on which. he 
Granted his Indulgence 2 Which are ſo weighty, and ſuch 
as will abide the (evereſt Teſt. Hath he not thereby = 
PO 
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poſed Himſelf, his Honour, and Glory, to the higheſt ſen- 
ſure and obliquie, . both at home and in all Nations, if he 
Violates his Word? hath he not laid. the greateſt Obligati- 
ons on Himſelf, to afſure the whole World that he will be 
true and ſteady thereunto? what needelſe was there of pub- 
liſhing thoſe Reaſons, ſince a bare Indulgence without 
them, might have ſerved a Turn ? . or what reaſon is 
there for his frequent ſolemn Promiſes to make it good? 
why elſe is it a pleaſing and delightful ſubje& to him to be 
commonly talking and diſcourſing of, and of the benefits 
and bleſſings that will accrue thereby to the Nation ? 
Theſe things, if not real, are inconſiſtent with a Prudent 
Politick Prince, and below the common ſentiments of an 
ordinary man. ' 

Before we can imagine his Majeſty is not fully reſolved 
to make good his Declaration, we muſt ſuppoſe him: to be 
a man that hath no Zeal for, nor Senfe of his Religion, nor. 
for the men of his own Perſwaſion : And this cannot be 
ſuppoſed by any that knows him, and how conſtant he is 
at his Devotions, and how he adventured three Kingdoms 
for his Religion, whea Wind and Tide ran moſt vio=- 
lently againſt him.: Would he but have Diſſembled his Re- 
ligion, or quitted it or his Party, he might have been the 

| Darling of thoſe Times ; but he choſe to run the greateſt 
risksand dangers, rather than not to appear what he was. 
And {hall we, after this, imagine he will have no regard to 

his Word, nor provide for the ſafety of his Party, which 
elſe ſo ſoon as he Dies, muſt be expoſed to the uttermoſt 

Ruine, and to the Rage and Fury of theſe Laws and Teſts. 

+.- We have alſo beſides his Majeſties Word, the higheſt 
Security he can give for our Liberties ; we have not one- 
ly the particulars before mentioned, but alſo with his 
Word, we have his Intereſt, which will not Lye: So that 

. If his Word were cf no force, yet he is bound by Intereſt 
to make it good. Doth nct his Majeſty know, that the | 
| Diſſen- 
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Diſſenters are not a ſort of Treacherous Cowardly Men ; 
Where's the inſtance that any of them ever betrayed their 
Truſt, or refuſed any Service they undertook, or were cal- 
led unto, how perilous ſo ever? Are they Droans that live 
by the ſweat of other mens Brows; or rather, are they 
not painful and induſtrious, addifted to Trade and Manu- 
factories > Is not a great part of the Trade of the Nation 
managed by them, whereby the Poor are imployed, His 
Majeſties Cuſtoms and Revenues increaſed ? Nor are they 
an inconſiderable number of his Majeſties Subje&s; fo 
that to part with them, he muſt part with « great part of. 
his Strength and Treaſure, in which his Glory and Securi- 
ty conſiſts: which happily was no ſmall Conſideration: 
with his Majeſty, when he publiſhed his Declaration. 
And this remains as an additional ſecurity unto his Maje-: 
ſties Word; and fo much the rather, becauſe he hath A-. 
ſpiring Neighbours who will readily embrace all opportu-- 
nities of increaſing their numbers, eſpecially ſuch as bring. 
Wealth, Trade, and ManufaQories with them : of which. 
they were in hopes, and fo blew the Coalsof our late Per-. 
ſecution, until his Majeſty happily extinguiſhed them by- 
his Healing Declaration, and thereby called home many 
that on great incouragements were ſetling amongſt them. 
Though ſome of the Roman Catholicks have aſſerted: 
that. Maxim, That Faith i not. to be kept with Heretichs:;: 
yet God forbid there ſhould not be a Man of Truth found: 
amongſt them;- or that the Opinion- of ſome ſhould be: 
charged on all : What Principle or Party of men, can then: 
be Truſted? Are all the Church of England cruel merci-. 
leſsPerſecutors, becauſe ſome of them are ſo (and that not a: 
few of them neither)? Are they all Socinzans? And yet they 
are grearly Belyed if there are not ſome ſuch amongſt 
them. Are they all Debauched, or guilty of Adultery, A-- 
theiſm, Blaſphemy, and Murther 2 And yet there are ſuch 


to-be found in that Church. 
| Beſides, . 
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Beſides, His Majeſty is not onely willing, but moſt dc- 
firous to put it beyond his power to break the Word and 
Faith of his Declaration : What can he do (or is not ready 
and willing to do) to give farther ſatisfaction herein ? Let 
any man rationally propound it, and let his Majeſty refuſe 
the ſame, before this, or ſuch like ſarmiſes be credited. Ts 
he not willing and deſirous that an equal Liberty to all 
ſhould grow up with, and be twiſted in his Government 2 
doth he nor eſtabliſh his Throne on that Baſis? hath he 
made any Limitations or Reſtrictions therein, to exclude 
any for their Religious Sentiments? hath he ever ſolicited 
any man to change his Opinion and become Roman Catho- 
lique, to increaſe his Party? who , or where is the in- 
ſtance of this kind? hath he ever Brow-beaten any man 
for his Opinion 2 And I am confident he will moſt readi- 
ly concur with his Parliament on the largeſt and compre- 
henſiveſt Terms for ſecuring this Liberty : and then it will 
not be in His, nor any other Man's power to break this 
Faith, any more than it is to ſubvert the Government it 
ſelf : Shall all men be-truſted on their bare Word;. and 
thall His Majeſties folemn repeated Word and Promiſe 
(that ought to be accounted Sacred) be no fecurity , tho 
real inſtances, ſtrong and moſt weighty obligations. are 
conjoyned therewith. Where 1s that perſon of any Note 
or'Figure-in the World, that would be fo uſed for his kind- 
neſs and benignity > The perfons that make theſe, and 
ſach like Suggeſtions, are unworthy of his Majeſties Good- 
neſs; nor are there any but Ignorant, Wicked, and Maliti- 
ous Men that will give them Entertainment. 

You have other Work incumbent on yon, wz. Since 
you have now full-Ltberty te Worfhip God. without any 
impoſition on your Conſciences, make Conſcience to be 
found in the conſtant Practice of his Worſhip ; live not in 
the negle& thereof, for that's a Contempt of the Mercy 
God hath given you : Was the Truth and Religious Wor- 

ſhip, 


& Ltn's... 
a . 
PI 
4 


... tradit your own profeiled Principles, to gratifie your E- 
2: c | 
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thip, worth the advenruring atlyou had for? 'Tis not of 
lefs Value becauſe it now comes to you at a cheaper Rate : 


| Do nor turn Scepricks, tar grow remit in Religion ; that's 


the:way tolooſe the Blefiing of yotr Mercies ; but whilſt 
you have Seafons OM »wortuntties, make'Conſcience te 
4mprove thein diligently. |: © SA INC © | 

Hearken not to any 'Councels, nor give way to any 
Paſſions that-tend to ſtir up Quarrels, Contentions, or Di- 
viſions ;*this will deprive-you of this'Liberty,” or-of its 


 Bleſfug, to the, gratifying of the'Devil and" your Atverſi- 


ries ; 'who for carrying on'ſuch defighs, will take on-them 
new Shapes, and deal by you, as the;Samaritans did with 
the Fews; cover. their defigned -Malice with a Cloak of 
Pretended Charity. and 'Friendſhip; your'ſtrengeh is in 
Concord, and whilſt you.'mind:a Common Z*tereft,:your E- 
nemies cannot hurt you. © __ 

Let not an-Impoſing Spirit or Principle be- found. a- 


= 


 mongſt you; for that's a Perſecution in its kind, as well 
_ as Mulds, Priſons, atid'Blqod, but bear with,” and forbear 
each other, notwithſt | 


anding differences in'Fudgments, 'br 


Tncitations to the contraty ; this'is:the' Spirit of Cheſt, 


_ and-bf his Goſpel, to which you ought to be Recondled ; 
' tor you profeſs to walk by Chriſt's Ruſe, 'Todo roothers, 


as you-would” be done by ; aqd not to-cAtfire'and jiidge 
others for differing ſentiritents ; which Will always be; dn-, 
til we come:tathe ſame degree. and meaſury of Knowledge ; 


- a State not to be expeRed ofthis ide Heaven ': 'Filf then 

; Jet Charity, (which is''the Bond of your PerſeQtion here) 

.r Kit you together in rhe *piirſtit of $4Hlirieſs and'Cdn- 
cord. Remembring always, Fhat'the Bond of 'Oonlci- 
_ ence binds. all other ' Men ;as Well as*yorrs'binds i you : 


And if it were grievausto you to'be oppreſt herein by E- 
'nemies; can it be eafie tp another to be'inany reſpe& fo 
oppreſt by you, that ought to be Friends? -Will you con- 


nemies 


nemies- and your Luſts; and.grieve your Friends to the 
prejudice of .your own Intereſts 2 When haply the mat- 
ters contended for, may be ſome obſtruſe Notions, fiot de- 
terminable by theableſt and moſt learned. © Conſider that 
fince Conſcience (though. erronious) binds both to, Pris- 
ciples and Pradtice; and ating contrary thereunto, is'Sir- 
ful : its not poſſible that one Man's Conſcience can be af- 
feted or polluted ſimply by another. Man's Principle or 
PraQtice ; otherwiſe to avoid Sin, we muſt fin againſt our 
own Conſciences, or by. our DiCctates, force other mehs 
Conſciences ; or fin wilfully,tq avoid the ſuppoſedguilt of 
another Man's : let therefore that noble Principle be main- 
tained, and not in the leaſt infringed. * © | 

I X+. Confider that, {apo 0p under which we 
lately, groancd, is the. very Spawn and Spirit of Antichriſt, 


the Sourſe of all Impiety and Cruelty ; to which apper- 
tains the Iniquity and Guilt of all the Bloud of the Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and Millions of Chriſt's Servants ; 
What Wars, Confuſions, and Diſolations hath this Spirit al- 
. ways made inthe World: obigg tt. of its Peace and Tran- 
{quility, Dringang SlorjOus nia. into conifuſion, waſt- 

ivg and impoverihing mighty-Monarchs and Kingdoms ; 
when, on the contrary, poor andcontemptible Szates, by 
...cheriſhing this*Principle of Liberty of Conſcience, have 


— 


.-C onFinnee their Beace, and grown to-greatneſs of Powerand 
. Wealth. | ,,, . : 38 

Shall we, that have wofully experienced the verity here- 
| of, approve the contrary, or in-any meaſure contra@ this 
Guilt ? Is that lawful, commendable, or a Vertue in you, 
which is hateful, .wicked, and abominabie in others? Do 
. - not juſtifie your. Adverſarics in, all their Cruelties 'and Tn- 
- bumanities, by making and impoſing your Underſtanding 
and Pradtice as a Guide or Meaſure for other men; for 
thereby every one becomes a Didator, for what's lawful for 
'* One, is lawful for every man. Do not therefore, on pre- 
| tence 


IF 

tence of Conſcience, multiply not ſtreighten the Terms of 
Communion,” nor make new Articles of Faith and Con- 
munion ; let thoſe Chriſt hath left in his Word ſuffice, ieit 
.out of blind Zeal you turn, and keep out of the way, thoſe 
that Chrift would have gathered and cheriſhed. — 

Ia. Finally, donot ſtudie Revenge, for that appertains 
to God ; let not your Spirits boil up into Prejudice againſt 
_ thoſe that have injured you ; give no opprobrious provo- 
king Expreſſions, that's uncomly for Chriſtians ; remem- 
ber your Lord and Maſter reviled not again, but meekly 
-and patiently endured the Contradiftion of-Sinners ; walk 
as You have him for your Example'; pray for your'Perſe- 
cutors, as Chriſt did ; forgive your wrongs ; walk holily 
to God, and righteouſly to-men:; live up to your Profeſ-. 
ſion + Hereby you will-ſtop the mouth of Zxvy, and poſ- 


ſeſs the Bleſſing of-this day of your Liberty, and:God will 


Y % . 


continue-your Tranquility. - Amen.” 
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F, s not my Province, to enquire into the Times, Otcafions, or 
Reaſons, on which the Penal Laws and Teſts were made, . 
mor whether they are not ( eſpecially the Teſts ) againſt God's 
Word, the indiſpencible, immutable, and moral Law of God," 
common Right, Fuftice, Equity, and Law of the Land (though 
this will be enquired into, and publiſhed; ) only. this is moſt 
apparent, that by the Af bywhich the Teſt i eſtabliſhed, the 
Sacrament ( the moſt ſacred Goſpel Ordinance of. Chriſt) is 
profanely made ſubſervient to Carnal. and Secular. ends and- 
purpoſes, and deſigned to incapafitate his. Majeſty from having 
any Servant about him ( how uſeful -or neceſſary ſoever ) but 
| ſuch as either in reality. or. hypocrifie conforms to the: Cereme- 
WES. 


. 
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wics-of the Churcloof England, ; : or #0. reward ; any- other 4 
any Service, though it: ſhould be the. preſervatiog of his Life, 
Crown, -or Kingdom ; or to employ them = any Service, how. 
fit or important. ſoever =: whereby, #n effett, be is rentlered to 
be King only of ſome part of his Subjetts, and haply not of the 
.greateſt- part of them neither ; nar can. be, adviſe in Council, 
for-his own Preſervation, or common Good and Safety. of, his 
Kingdom, with any other ſort of men, nor diſpenſe the 1Fuſtice 
\of the Nation by any other hands; whereby alle it's in their 
-power, at any *ime, without comptrole, to impoſe what Terms 
- ad Incorveniencies hey page on the King. and Kingdom, 

- "aud. to make:both his Majeſty and all others truckle to them. 
' -On:this conſideration, many are content to fab with al the 
. --Penal Laws, but ſtruggle for the Teſt, as knowing.that ifca- 
| .pacgtatesthem at any. time. to revive again thoſe Laws;. or to 
make worſe, if worſe can kr_made, ayd to ſubjeF,all. mex to 

. what ſtate and condition they pleaſe : Therefore never ac- 
' 5 nt the Nation free, but abjetted to an Iron Toke, and your 


ſe.'ves to be laſhed with Scorpions for your Conſczences, until 
theſe Teſts axd, Pegal Statutes, are., abrogated, and thereb 
both his Majeſty-aud every' bedy elſe abſaluttly freed from 
them. Re | 


